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Mineralography, Geochemistry and Sulfur Isotope Study in
16B Magnetite Mineralization Anomaly, Bafgh, Yazd

Pouria Salami', Afshin Akbarpour™, Mohammad, Lotfi', Arash Gourbjeri’
1. Research Institute for Earth Sciences, Geological Survey of Iran, Tehran,
2. Economic Geology, Mianeh Azad University, Mianeh, Iran
Abstract

Anomaly XVI-B is located in Central Iran Structural Zone. The oldest rock formations in this
study area are related to metamorphic rocks which are included gneiss, micaschist, amphibolite and
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megmatite. Mineralized intruded mass distinguished by alkaline diorite-syenite that cut Bonoshorow
metamorphic complex and limestone units. Metallic mineralization is occurred in skarn rocks.
Magnetite is the most abundant mineral in anomaly XVI-B and also it has been seen as stripe, mass,
disseminated and filling empty space textures. The magnetite grains are shaped to shapeless.
Magnetite is oxidized near the surface and converts to hematite, goethite and other iron oxides.
Another metallic mineral which are associated with magnetite are pyrite, and chalcopyrite, which
have been found in quartz, actinolite, calcite, and epidotite that come with various forms within host
rocks, syenite, gabbro, and skarn. According to the graphs of rare earth elements in iron
mineralization and intruded units indicates the possible similarity of the source of iron mineralization
with intruded mass. The grade of iron oxide in ore deposit varies between 25 and 75 percent. The iron
element has a negative correlation with oxide of titanium oxides, magnesium, manganese,
phosphorus, potassium and sodium. Based on cobalt relationship with nickel, chromium - nickel, and
chromium - vanadium, so anomaly XV1-B iron deposit is related to the hydrothermal deposits. Due to
the ratio of Al / Co and Sn/ Ga, anomaly XVI-B is recognized as a skarn type deposit. Based on the
scattering patterns of the rare elements, anomaly XVI-B is more similar to the skarn type deposit.
Geological and mineralogical evidence, as well as the geochemical properties of the magnetite,
indicate that skarn deposit is source of iron mineralization. Iron is transported by the hot fluids that
come from intruded units that accumulates between boundary of metamorphic and marble units. §*S
value is between 21.24% - 22.27%. The source of Sulphur isotope is meteoric and ancient marine
water. As a result, the accompaniment of magnetite with idiomorphic pyrite cannot be found that the
source of magnetite is different with pyrite.

Keywords: Fe mineralization, geochemistry, skarn, Sulfur isotope, 16B anomaly, Bafgh, Yazd.
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Figure 1. a) Location of the study area in the structural map of Iran (Nabavi, 1977), b) Geological map
adapted from magnetite-apatite Bafq area (Haghipour, 1977: Ramezani & Tucker, 2003).
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Figure 2. a) Geological map adapted from the 1:100000 Ariz geological map with borehole places in
study area (Haghipour, 1977), b) Location Fe mineraliztion and relative anomaly 16 B with results of two
boreholes and geophysical study in area.
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Figure 3. a) Intergranular texture and plagioclase crystals in gabro- gabrodiorite (XPL), b) Pyroxene, opac
mineral, epidote, cholorite and scapolite in microdiorit (XPL). (Mag = Magnetite. Hem = Hematite. Cpx =
Clinopyroxene. Ep = Epidote. Chl = Chlorite. Amp = Amphibol. Sph = Sphene. Op = Opac. Scp = Scapolite)
(Winter, 2014).
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(Whitney, 2010)
Figure 4. a) Granular magnetite with mases texture (PPL), b) Subidiomorph to idiomorph magnetite with
scatter texture changes to martite with secondery hematite and goethite (PPL), c) Martitization in
idiomorph and subidiomorph, fine and coarse grain magnetite and neddle primary hematite shape (PPL).

d) secondery hematite with changing weak martitization magnetite. (Mag = Magnetite. Hem = Hematite.
Gan = Gangue) (Whitney, 2010).
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Figure 5. a) Scattered pyrite grains surrounded by magnetite and chalcopyrite fine grain into coumulative
pyrite in magnetite mineral background (PPL), b) Fine grains of chalcopyrite and pyrotite along the
fracture and pyrite background (PPL). (Py =Pyrite. Mag =Magnetite. Ccp = Chalcopyrite. Po = Pyrotite.
Gan = Gangue) (Whitney, 2010).
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Figure 6. a) Samples of metasomatite unit (skarn) BH-257, depth 248 m in study area, b) garnet, epidote
and calcite with opaque mineral (magnetite) from metasomatite sample (XPL), c) pyroxene (diopsite) and
garnet with opaque mineral (pyrite) (XPL), d) Alteration of plagioclase mineral to scapolite and mafic
minerals to epidote in schist sample (XPL), e) Alteration of mafic mineral to calcite and calcite vein and
vienlets in rock background with quartz to replacement silicate and biotite mineral with Fe vienlets in
background rock (XPL), f) Coarse grained actinolite due to alteration and feldspar (albite) granular
(XPL). (Gar = Garnet. Ep = epidote. Bt = Biotite. Ab = Albite. Act = Actinolite. Qz = Quartz. Cal =
Calcite. Fe-Oxide = Ferro-oxide) (Whitney, 2010).
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Figure 7. Mineral paragenetic sequence for the 16B deposit.
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Table 2. Analysis results of 16B magnetite ore
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Figure 8. The amount of main elements Na, Ti, K, Mn, P, Mg, Al, Ca to Fe with versus Fe amount and
trace element composition Co, Cr, V, Ni to Fe,O5 that show positive with vanadium and negative with

other elements.
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Table 2. REE quantities and relative ratios of magnetite ore (ppm)
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Figure 7. Binary diagrams of Y REE for detecting sources of magmatic or meteoric mineralization fluids
versus, a) (Ce/Ce*), b) (Pr/YD) ., ¢) EU/Eu* (Kato, 1999).
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Table 2. lisotope data of isotope pyrite mineral in XVI-B anomaly

Sample Amp.64(mV) s (CDT)
PS 25 py vaf YY
PS 25 py vay YYNY
PS 23 py AY- YYNE
PS 23 py YA- YYN
PS 21 py 248 YYIY
PS 21 py £14 YYN$
PS 22 py \73) YV/AA
PS 22 py Yvo YN
PS 24 py ) YY/IYY
PS 24 py AFY YV/FY

Average YY/-#
Min YV/FY
Max YY/YY
0
T
‘ K 100
E
iTr 200
[P
Ps 300
M
lo
‘ s 400
g
| 500 g
€ <
600
700
pc ‘ XV1-B %
{ 900
5 0 15 w5 30 3%
598 (%)

LS’L)‘) LgL&bCJLQ.Iﬁ.M: LY M XVI'B gle"yT u.:)_a.x kS’lS )\) 09}}4 é;; Uﬂ"j)"‘ o¢5m “ J&u
(Claypool et al., 1980)

Figure 11. Sulfur isotope range in pyrite mineral anomaly XVI-B relative to marine sulfates
(Claypool et al., 1980)
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Figure 12. Sulfur isotopic composition of 16B iron deposit in comparison with some deposits of
different origin (Sun et al., 1998).
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Figure 13. The compartion REE pattern in magnetite deposit with granite intrusive in area that have been
normalized to chondrite.
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introduction

The distribution of iron ore deposits in Iran similarly is not temporally related to a specific
time period. Iron mineral occurrences have developed since the formation of the Iranian crust in
the Late Proterozoic, and they range in age from Late Proterozoic to the Miocene-Pliocene. It is
recognized that the iron deposits formed in the Late Proterozoic — early Cambrian are more
abundant than those of other ages (Forster and Jafarzadeh, 1994). Different sources have been
proposed for the source of metal and fluid components in the iron ore deposits in the Bafq area.
Forster and Jafarzadeh (1994) proposed a magmatic model for the magnetite-apatite deposits in
the Bafq district. Daliran (2002) concluded that hydrothermal fluids played a significant role in
the development of the Bafg iron deposits. Moore and Modabberi (2003) suggested that
hydrothermal processes are dominated by alkali alteration, which can be seen in the formation
of the Choghart deposit and possibly other iron deposits in the Bafq district. Mokhtari (2015)
proposed a magmatic model for iron oxide-apatite (IOA) deposits in the Bafq district, in which
iron oxide melt separated from alkaline to sub-alkaline magmas in a rift environment and alkali
hydrothermal metasomatic ensued. Hyidarian et al. (2017) introduced hydrothermal fluids as a
basic phenomenon for the formation of Chadermallou iron ore deposits in the Bafq district. The
aim of the present study is documentation of the ore mineralogy and alteration, whole-rock
geochemistry and genesis of the XVI-B iron deposit with sampling of core in borehole. With
use sulfur isotopes we could found better way for fluid hydrothermal genesis for pyrite genesis
and study relation with Fe mineralization. These new data are used to discuss the origin of the
XVI-B iron deposit.

Material and methods

Field work included investigating and sampling skarn mineralization and alteration from
outcrops and drill core. A total of 54 samples were collected from various lithological units and
cores, which were examined with transmitted and reflected light microscopy. Among these, 44
of the samples were analyzed for major and trace elements by ICP-MS (Varian Model Australia
with two ultrasonic nebulizers) and major oxide samples were analyzed by XRF using the
Philips X’pert Promodel at the Iranian Mineral Processing Research Centre (IMPRC).

In addition, five pyrite samples from magnetite ore were collected for sulphur isotope
studies. To select pure pyrite, samples were drilled and crushed, and, after separation using a
magnetic separator, the sulphide minerals were handpicked under a microscope. Samples were
prepared for and analyzed by a Thermo MAT253 mass spectrometer by combustion in a Flash
2000HT Plus device in a continuous flow regime at the stable isotope and organic geochemistry
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lab of the Earth Science Institute, Slovak Academy of Sciences. Measured values were

calibrated by IAEA-S3 and IAEA-S2 international standards, and duplicate analyses was carried

out to reduce errors.

Results and discussion

Based on geological knowledge the oldest rocks in this area are Precambrian metamorphosed
units like genies, mica-schist, amphibolites and migmatite that formed bedrocks for this
mineralization anomaly. The mineralization area is completely covered by a series of Tertiary
and Quaternary sediments of Bafgq Basin. This deposit contains a variety of igneous,
metamorphic and metasomatic rocks. Based on the petrographic view, igneous rocks are
granitoid that include gabbro, syenite, quartz monzonite, granite, and highly altered basaltic
rocks (metabasite). The metamorphic rocks are marble, (metasomatic rocks) and skarn rocks.
Metallic mineralization has occurred in relation to syenite, gabbro and skarn rocks. Magnetite is
the most abundant iron oxide ore in this anomaly and it can be seen with aggregate, ribbon, fill
in the void and spray texture and its pieces are shaped to be amorphous. Magnetite is oxidized
near the surface and is altered to hematite, goethite, and other iron oxides. Other metallic
minerals participants with magnetite are pyrite and chalcopyrite that can be seen with quartz,
actinolite, calcite, and epidote in various forms within host rocks, syenite intrusions, gabbros,
and skarns. Accordance with rare element diagrams in iron mineralization and intrusive masses,
which indicates the origin of mineralization is similar to intrusive masses probability. Iron oxide
grade varies between 5 and 75 percent in the ore. The iron element has a negative correlation
with titanium, magnesium, manganese, phosphorus, potassium and sodium oxides. Based on
cobalt to nickel, chromium to nickel, chromium to vanadium relationship, this iron deposit is
placed in the hydrothermal deposits range. Due to the Al / Co and Sn / Ga ratios, this deposit is
located within the skarn type deposits. Based on the scattering patterns of trace elements XVI-B
anomaly iron ore is more similar to the skarn type deposits.

Conclusion

Geological, mineralogical and geochemical evidence of magnetite indicates skarn origin for
iron mineralization of XVI-B anomaly. This means that iron is displaced by hot fluids from the
intrusive masses and accumulates in the interval between the metamorphic units and marble.
Sulfur isotopic studies in pyrites were indicated that they are made of high temperature fluids,
moderate salinity and low temperature atmospheric waters. The pyrite in this deposit is
composed of low temperature fluids, high sulfur, and oxidized environment fluids, it may have
originated in relation to seawater, saline basins, dissolution of evaporative sulfates that have
decreased as a result of the production of pyrite fluids, and ultimately indicates the composition
of atmospheric fluids and magmatic fluids in this deposit. The origin pyrites is not the same as the
original ore of magnetite.
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