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Avrticle info Abstract

Article history The Naft anticline is located in the NW-SE of the N Lurestan sub-zone and the
iiﬁgg’tzz igjﬂ',{, ggg Zagros fold and thrust belt. In this sub-zone, the structural geometry of the folded
Keywords: sequence is significantly influenced by the basemen thrust and strike-slip faults and
ﬁ;‘ﬁ;ﬁfé‘l‘l’r’]‘e detachment levels. In this research, for the geometrical analysis of the Naft anticline,
Basement we utilized the structural profile perpendicular to the anticline in the central region,
;g;z‘sa” information from drilling wells in the study area and neighboring anticlines, and the

deformation pattern and structural geometry of the Naft anticline. The anticline has
two upper (Amiran Formation) and Middle (Garau Formation) detachment levels.
The basement thrust faults and detachment levels in the southwestern limb had a
significant impact on the folding geometry and led to the formation of disharmonic
folding. An N-S basement strike-slip fault in the middle part of the anticline has
shifted the anticline axis from N70W in the northwest to N50W in the southeast. In
addition, the minor and shallow thrust faults propagationg from the upper detachment
levels or the independent thrusts in the Gurpi Formation resulted in the development
ofan axis of two kink and curved hinges in the middle part of the Naft anticline in
folded structures. The analysis of the geometrical parameters of the Naft anticline
shows that it is an asymmetrical and noncylindrical fold, categorized as an open half-
angle fold in terms of tightness.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
The Naft anticline with a NW-SE trend, is

located in the north of the Lurestan sub-zone
and the Zagros fold and thrust belt. In this sub-
zone, detachment level and thrust faults during
different stages of progressive deformation,
have complicated the geometry of folded
structures (McQuarrie et al., 2004; Casciello et
al., 2009). The folded structures and related
thrust faults with a general NW-SE trend are
the major structures of the Zagros fold and
thrust belt (Berberian, 1995). The surface
outcrops in the Naft anticline are the upper
Cretaceous and Cenozoic formations and from
old to the recent are the Gurpi, Amiran, Taleh-
Zng, Kashkan, Asmari and Gachsaran
formations. In this anticline, thrust and
basement strike-slip faults and detachment
levels play an important role in the structural
geometry of the folded sequence. There are
two detachment levels including the Amiran
formation as upper detachment level and the
Garau Formation as middle detachment level
affecting the shallow and deep folding
geometry. Detachment levels and basement
thrust fault in the southwestern limb of the
Naft anticline have affected the folding
geometry. In addition to the thrust fault at the
southern limb, a north-south basement strike-
slip fault in the middle part of this anticline has
shifted the anticline axis. Therefore, the aim of
this research is the effect of thrust faults and
upper and middle detachment levels on the
formation of disharmonic folding. To achieve
this, we analyzed the structural and kinematic
geometry of the anticline by constructing a
cross-section perpendicular to its axis trace
and examining the strike-slip faults with N-S
trends.

Material and methods
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In this research, surface and subsurface
data have been used to study of the surface and
subsurface evidence of north-south strike-slip
faults, basement thrusts, structural style,
folding geometry and detachment levels in the
Naft anticline. The research utilized
geological maps (1/100000 scale), satellite
images, and digital elevation model (DEM)
maps for surface data and data obtained from
drilled wells for subsurface data.For further
analysis of the structures, a cross-sectional
view was created using the Kink method
(Suppe, 1985) in the NE-SW direction. This
cross-section is perpendicular to the Naft
anticline's overall trend.

Results and discussion

The Naft anticline with about 70 km length
and 4 km wide and NW-SE trend, is located in
the north of Lurestan subzone. Deep, shallow
and middle detachment level have influenced
the surface structures and also the style of
folding in the studied area. In this region, due
to the lack of the Hormuz salt outcrops,
Cambrian shale surfaces are introduced as the
basal detachment, the Jurassic evaporates and
shales (such as the Garau formation) are the
middle detachment, and Cretaceous marle and
shales of the Amiran formation also plays the
role of upper detachment level. Basement
thrust faults on the southern limb of the Naft
anticline have cut the formations from the
basement to the middle detachment level
(Garau Formation). Generally, this anticline
constitutes one of the folded structures in the
central and northern sectors of the Lurestan
subzone, comprising two shallow and deep
anticlines.The shallow anticline is formed
above the upper detachment level, while the
deep anticline is formed between the basal and
upper detachment levels. The two main
detachment levels in the study area, including
intermediate  detachment level (Garau
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Formation) and upper detachment level
(Amiran Formations), caused deformation and
disharmonic folding. Thrust faults are the
shallow and deep thrust faults. The upper
shallow thrust is rooted in the Amiran
Formation and propagated to the surface and
the deep thrust is rooted in the Garau
Formation and cuts up-ward section and
usually died out in the Amiran Formation. In
addition to these thrust faults, in the central
part of the Naft anticline a right-lateral strike-
slip fault has propagated to the upper
sedimentary cover and caused change in the
anticline trend from N70W in the northwest to
N50W in the southeast. In general, the right-
lateral strike-slip movement in the Zagros belt
is result of the convergence between the
Arabian-Iranian plates. The important point is
that this right-lateral strike-slip movement
generally propagated on the NW-SE trending
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Main Recent fault, and evidence suggests that
this right-lateral strike-slip movement is not
only on the Main Recent fault and it has also
propagated outside of the collision zone. This
N-S trending strike-slip fault is visible along
the Lurestan sub-zone, in the Naft anticline.
Conclusion

The analysis of geometrical parameters of
the Naft anticline indicates that it is an
asymmetrical, non-cylindrical fold with an
open half-angle round. In the study area, the
thickness of detachment levels has a major
effect on the deformation style, and thrust
faults are rooted in these detachment surfaces.
The results of this study also indicate that
along the anticline axis, where the strike-slip
fault movement caused deformation, the
folding hinge are changed into two round and
kink hinge zones.
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.Jamison, 1987; Poblet and McClay, 1996)

Table 1: Geometric characteristics of the surface and subsurface folds of the Naft anticline and the geometric

parameters necessary to use the corresponding diagrams (Jamison, 1987; Poblet and McClay, 1996).
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Fig. 7. Diagrams for determining the geometric parameters of detachment folds (Poblet and McClay, 1996). The

numbers of RL parameter in the graphs are 1, 1.1, 1.25, 1.43, 1.67, 2.50, 3.33, 5 and 10, respectively. The location
of the Naft anticline is shown on the diagram based on its geometrical parameters.
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Fig. 10. a) The relationship between the main Recent Fault and the Main Zagros Reverse Fault caused by the collision
of the Central Iran and Arabia plates (Yassaghi and Marone, 2019). b) The digital elevation model of the study area

where the right-lateral basement fault has caused the transformation of the deformation to the inner parts of the fold
and thrust belt.
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