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g"rit:r?:;'fi‘; Kordestan Province were metamorphosed from sub-greenschist to upper amphibolite
Amphibolit(’a, facies. Field observations and petrography studies show that there are some rocks
Eﬁzeis‘i;gfam' containing mineral assemblage hornblende + plagioclase + epidote + quartz formed

in conditions intermediate between greenschist and amphibolite facies. Electron
microprobe analysis and scanning electron microscopy images reveal that the
amphiboles have chemical zoning with actinolite cores and hornblende rims and
these chemical changes are discontinous. The plagioclases are commonly oligoclase
but there is some remnant albite. The epidotes are enriched in Fe with low clinozoisite
contents. Geothermobarometry calculations using the amphibole compositions
represent 423 °C and 2 kbar for the cores and 543 °C and 4 kbar for the rims. The
calculated phase diagram based on whole-rock composition of a sample indicates that
it was formed in 450 to 550 °C and 2.1 to 6.8 kbar that fall in the field of epidote-
amphibolite facies condition. The O, and CO, vs. T variation phase diagrams show
that O, had a significant role formation of the mineral assemblage but the fluid
contained very low CO.. Chemical discontinuities in the amphiboles and the
plagioclases with different compositions demonstrate that the studied rocks formed
in disequilibrium conditions.

*Corresponding author: Mirmohammad Miri; E-mail: m.miri@scu.ac.ir
How to cite this article: Miri, M., 2022. Investigation of metamorphic conditions and mineralogical changes at green-
schist to amphibolite facies transition zone using phase diagrams and composition of the minerals: a case study from the

Kurdistan Province metabasites. Kharazmi Journal of Earth Sciences 8(1), 47-74 l @ ® @ ‘



mailto:m.miri@scu.ac.ir
https://gnf.khu.ac.ir/article-1-2803-fa.html

[ Downloaded from gnf.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-21 ]

Miri Investigation of metamorphic conditions and mineralogical changes at ...

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
In the transition from green schist facies to

amphibolite  facies  (epidote-amphibolite
facies) a series of reactions replace actinolite,
epidote, albite and chlorite with hornblende
and plagioclase with higher anorthite contents
(e.g. Maruyama et al., 1983; Butcher and
Gripes, 2010). Metabasites, in such
conditions, usually contain different types of
amphiboles and plagioclases (Maruyama et
al., 1983; Begin, 1992; Bucher and Grapes,
2010; Starr and Pattison, 2019). Study of the
conditions and effective factors in the
occurrence of these mineral assemblages
elevates our knowledge about P-T conditions
of metabasite metamorphism. The south of
Kurdistan Province, in the border of Hamadan
and Kermanshah Provinces, hosts metabasites
of Middle to Late Jurassic age (Azizi et al.,
2020) metamorphosed during the late
Cimmerian orogeny from green schist to
amphibolite facies conditions. Some parts
where the boundary between green schist and
amphibolite facies rocks is traceable, the
transition conditions of epidote-amphibolite
facies can be investigated. In this research, the
samples taken from these borders and other
facies of the region are investigated for
changes in their mineralogical assemblages
and chemical composition. The studied area is
located in the Sanandaj-Sirjan zone of Iran
(Fig. 1). Metamorphic rocks in the area
include metabasite, metapellite and
metacarbonate, which contain the evidence of
metamorphism from sub-greenschist facies to
finally high amphibolite. Metabasites formed
from the metamorphism of tuffs resulted from
submarine volcanic eruptions with a basaltic
composition  (Azizi et al, 2020).
Metacarbonates include amphibole-, epidote-
and, biotite- bearing marbles. Metabasite-
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marble sequence occurs in most parts of the
areas.
Material and methods

The sample thin sections were studied
using a polarizing microscope. Three fresh
samples were analyzed using XRF (X-ray
fluorescence) method in Kansaran Binaloud
Lab by a PHILIPS PW1480 instrument.
Chemical compostions of the minerals were
determined using a Cameca SX50 electron
microscope with an accelerating voltage of 30
kV and a beam current of 20 nA at Geology
and Geophysics of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.
Results and discussion
Petrography

Based on petrographic studies, samples can
be generally divided into two categories
incluidng epidote-amphibolite and actinolite-
schist. These rocks have little mineralogical
diversity and are generally composed of
amphibole, plagioclase, epidote and quartz
with granoblastic to nematoblastic fabrics
(Figure 3). Sphene, zircon and magnetite are
the secondary minerals. Epidote is abundant
especially in the border of the marble layers,
indicating the reaction between the
amphibolite layer and the marble.
Whole-rock geochemistry

The chemical composition of the samples
is presented in Table 1. The rocks contain
(48.8 to 51.3% by weight), Al,O; (12.2 to
12.7% by weight), CaO (11 to 12.5% by
weight), FeO (9.5 to 10.3% by weight) and
MgO (8.4 to 10.2% by weight), Na,O (2 to
2.6% by weight) and K20 (0.3 to 0.6% by
weight), respectively. These compositions are
similar to a basaltic to basaltic-andesite
protolith. The relatively high content of CaO
in the samples can be attributed to
contamination with calcareous sediments.
Mineral chemistry


https://gnf.khu.ac.ir/article-1-2803-fa.html

[ Downloaded from gnf.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-21 ]

Miri Investigation of metamorphic conditions and mineralogical changes at ...

The rim-to-rim chemical profiles show that
the amphiboles are actinolitec to slightly
tremolite compositions in their cores that
change to hornblende toward the rims. Most of
the analyzed plagioclase is oligoclase (average
Angog-sss Abisaoes), however albite (average
Anze.32 Abge,e.g7_2) is present. The epidotes are
Fe-rich, and based on the contents of the end-
members their average composition can be
considered as Epo.s7Czo.13 (Fig. 4).
Thermobarometry

Calculations using the amphibole chemical
composition method (Zenk and Schultz,
2004), show that the core and rim parts of the
amphiboles formed at 405 to 438 500 to 572
C°, respectively. The pressure also ranges
from 1.6 to 2.4 and 3.5 to 5.1 kb for the cores
and rims, respectively. The cores with
actinolite composition formed in the range of
green schist facies and the rims with
hornblende composition formed in the P-T
condition of green schist to amphibolite facies
(epidote-amphibolite facies) (Fig. 5).

Cation substitutions in the amphibole
structures

The AIY, AV Ti, Nag, Naa and Ka
variation diagrams indicate that the change in
amphiboles composition from the core toward
the rims is mainly due to the tschermakite,
edenite and pargasite substitutions. They show
increase of Al, Fe and Na in the rims (Figure
4c and d). All these successions occur during
increasing of metamorphic degree (e.g.
Graham, 1974; Shcumacher, 1991; Rios 2005;
Schumacher, 2007; Starr and Pattison, 2019).
Chemical discontinuity in amphiboles

The occurrence discontinuous chemical
zoning in the studied amphiboles indicates
their formation during different metamorphic
conditions. This may be due two reasons; (1)
failure to reach a complete equilibrium during
the transition from green schist to amphibolite
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facies, in which case the crystal cores should
be considered as relicts and rims as a new
phase, (2) the occurrence of a mixing gap in
amphiboles at the time of formation.
Amphiboles formed due to compositional gaps
do not form a continuous line on the
Ti+AlV'+Fe* against Nag and (Na+K)a graphs
(Laird and Albee, 1981). The studied
amphiboles show the compositional gap on
these diagrams (Fig. 6¢ and d). The thermal
shock caused by the penetration of igneous
masses into regional metamorphic layers can
cause this chemical zoning (Miri et al., 2016).
On the other hand, textural reaction rims of
hornblende and epidote (Fig. 3¢c) may show an
incomplete equilibrium. In addition, the albite-
oligoclase compositional gap in the samples
indicates  formation in  disequilibrium
conditions during the increasing degree of
metamorphism (Starr and Pattison, 2019).
Phase diagrams

A phase diagram was calculated using
Perplex software (Connolly, 2005) version
6.9.1.2021 and solid solution models cAmph
(G) for amphibole (Green et al., 2016), Ep
(HP11) for epidote (Holland and Powell,
2011), Opx (W) for orthopyroxene (White et
al., 2014), Chl (W) for chlorite (White et al.,
2014) and Fsp(C1) for plagioclase (Holland
and Powell, 2003) in a NCFMASHO chemical
system (Fig. 7). The fluid was considered as
pure water. According to the diagram, the
mineralogical assemblage of the sub-
greenschist facies includes albite + amphibole
1 (high tremolite content) + chlorite + epidote
+ vaerakite. Amphibole + quartz become
stable (Figure 7). At T above 420 °C, the
second type of amphibole appears and chlorite
leaves the system. In the 450 to 550 °C
temperatures of 2.5 to 6.5 kbar pressures, the
mineral assemblage amphibole 1 + amphibole
2 + epidote + plagioclase + quartz become
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stabe (the field indicated by the yellow dotted
line), which is almost within the PT range of
epidote-amphibolite facies (Figure 5a). These
changes can be traced in the core to the rim of
the studied amphiboles.

To investigate the role of the fluid in
formation of the studied rocks, we added
minor CO; to the fluid and calculated a T-
XCO; diagram (Fig. 9a). The diagram show
that at T< 550 C°, carbonate minerals (calcite,
dolomite, ancrete) are stable as the amount of
CO2 increases. The assemblage amphibole 1 +
amphibole 2 + plagioclase + epidote is stable
in CO; < 9%, and the lack of calcite in the
studied samples shows that the CO, content of
the fluid did not exceed 9%. A T-XO_ diagram
(Fig. 9b) shows that in the T range formation
of the samples, in low O contents (X0,=0),
zoisite is the dominant species in the
environment, but epidote replaced it with
increasing of O,. Considering the presence of
epidote and the absence of zoisite in the
studied rocks, it can be concluded that oxygen
was present in a high amount in the
metamorphic environment and the fluid
composition was oxidant.

Conclusion

The chemical zoning of amphibole with
actinolitic cores and hornblende rims (with
discontinuous changes), diversity in the
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composition of plagioclase and reation margin
of hornblende and epidote in some of the
metabasites of the southern Kurdistan
Province are evidence for transition from the
green schist facies to the amphibolite facies.

Chemical composition of amphiboles
changed as a result of substitutions of Al, Fe
and Na and by of chermakite, edenite and
pargasite cation substitution during increasing
in the metamorphism degree.

Geothermobarometry calculations and
phase diagram modeling show that the
amphibole cores and rims formed in the green
schist and epidote-amphibolite  facies,
restectively.

T-XCO; and T-XO; phase diagrams reveal
that CO, has a small contribution to
metamorphic fluid but oxygen was high
enough to prevent the formation of zoisite.

The presence of amphiboles with
discontinuous chemical zoning together with
simultaneous presence of oligoclase and albite
indicate that a stable equilibrium condition did
not achieve at the time of the formation of
these rocks, which can be due to the heat
fluxes caused by the intrusion of igneous
masses and the resulting fluids in the region.
Although this is a case study in this regard, it
can be the basis for conducting more extensive
research.
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Table 1. Whole rocks chemical composition of the studied metabasites (in wt%).
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Fig. 4. (a) and (b) Electron microprobe images of the studied samples indicating chemical zoning in the
amphiboles; (c) and (d) chemical variations in Si, Mg, Al and Fe in the analyzed amphiboles; () composition
of analyzed points from cores and rims of the amphiboles (Hawthorn and Oberti, 2007); (f) chemical
classification diagram for feldspars (Deer et al., 1963) from the studied plagioclases.
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Table 2. Chemical composition of the analyzed amphiboles in epidote amphibolites from the south of Kurdistan.
The major element oxides are in wt%. R: rim, C: core.
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Mineral Amp 1 Amp 2
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Table 3. Chemical compositions of plagioclase and epidote in epidote amphibolites from south Kurdistan. The

major element oxides are in wt%. R: rim, C: core.
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Table 4. Geothermobarometry calculation results for cores (C) and rims (R) of the studied amphiboles.
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Fig. 5. (a) Comparison of P-T conditions of the amphibole cores and rims with those of metamorphic facies
(Bushmin and Glebovitsky, 2008); (b) Comparison of chemical composition of the amphibole cores and rims
with those of amphiboles from amphibolite and greenschist facies metabasites (Starr, 2017; Gutiérrez-Aguilar

et al 2019).
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