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One of the most important issues in urban areas is the stabilization of vertical and
sloping earth walls. Nailing technique used for slope stabilization, has become
popular day by day in urban environments, around the world. Normal drilling wells,
even at shallow depths, have collapsed many times when subjected to applied loads,
resulting in reduced work progress, loss of life and unpredictable economic costs. On
the other hand, the collapse of drilling holes causes to loosen the soil structure and
reduce its density, which in turn causes more horizontal and vertical deformations to
occur in the ecarth’s surface. This research, introduces the deep excavation
stabilization with the aid of laboratory and numerical modeling and presents the
effect of overburden and soil density on the nails behavior. It was observed that under
the conditions of the same soil density, the pullout capacity of all types of nails
increases with the increase of the overburden pressure applied on the soil. For
example, by increasing the overburden from 0.2 to 0.5 kg/cm?, in a soil sample with
a specific weight of 1.4 gram/cm?, it causes a 100% increase, and in a soil sample
with a specific weight of 1.6 gram/cm3 causes a 150% increase in the nail pullout
capacity. Also, under the same conditions of the applied overburden pressure, the
pullout capacity of the nails will increase due to the increase in the specific dry weight
of the soil, which is an increase in the density of the soil. In other words, by increasing
the specific dry weight of the soil from 1.4 to 1.6 gram/cm3, by applying overburden
of 0.2, 0.5 and 0.8 kg/cm?, the pullout capacity of the nail increases by 16, 35 and 40
percent compared to the initial state.

Introduction

caused by excavation are stabilized, using a

With the increasing population growth and
the lack of suitable urban space for
construction, the desire to build high-rise
buildings has increased, which in turn has
increased the need for excavation, suggesting
different methods for their stabilization. One
of them is the stabilization method by nailing
system. In this technique, unstable soil walls

grid of steel rebar that are sunk into the soil to
a certain depth, covered with cement mortar
(Kazemi and Bolouri, 2018). Nowadays, the
soil nailing method has replaced the
conventional structures as one of the retaining
walls. Stabilization in the nailing method is
that first nails (reinforcement) are placed
inside the pit wall followed by cement
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injection operation around the nails. The
priorities of this method, such as speed and
ease of work and low economic cost, have
made it one of the best methods for protecting
the walls of excavations. In the current
research, the results of a series of tests
conducted under different parameters,
including two different densities, various soil
densities and finally overburden pressure were
examined. To simulate the test results
numerically, the Plaxis 3D Foundation finite
element software was employed for modeling.
Materials and methods

The Mohr-Coulomb failure criterion is
employed to study the efficiency of the full
length of the nail in a slope. Therefore, if full-
length nails with non-uniform conditions are
used for the pullout test, the effects of the
aforementioned  parameters cannot  be

accurately studied. For a short length of the
nail, the stress conditions are almost uniform
along the length of the nail. Therefore, the
effects of different factors on the pullout
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Fig. 2. Laboratory setup

Plaxis 3D Foundation software
In two-dimensional analysis, it is possible
to choose two types of 6-node and 15-node

strength can be investigated by means of a
short length of nails. This can be done by using
an extraction box in which the nail is placed in
a block of soil. The results of the test and the
following relationship can be used to
determine the tensile strength

gs= P/(nDL)

P: Final pullout force

D: Drilled hole diameter

L: Nail length
Arrangement of experiments

In order to perform nailing tests in the soil,
it was necessary to build a device in which a
nail can be embedded in the soil and have the
possibility of inserting the necessary forces as
overburden and also pulling out the nail.
Therefore, the laboratory arrangement shown
in the figure below was made to perform nail
pullout tests (Soil Nailing, 2002). The various
components and parts of this device include:
rigid reaction frame, soil holding tank,
hydraulic jack, force gauge, displacement
gauge and reading device.

Fig. 1. The soil tank
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triangular elements in the analysis, and the
default element in this software is the 6-node
element. 15-node elements are used to achieve
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more accuracy in the calculations of stress and
load and rupture (especially in geometry). In
the Plaxis 3D Foundation software, the
method of obtaining the reliability coefficient
can be used to calculate the stability
coefficient.
Results and Discussion
Effect of applied overburden pressure

The state of stresses created in the test box
is as shown in Figure 3. As can be seen, the
stress distribution at the top of the test box is
almost equal to the applied stress and
decreases with distance from the soil surface.
With the presence of a rigid wall on both sides
of the test box, it can be seen that the amount
of stress on the sides is almost equal to zero
and due to the friction of the soil in this area
with the rigid wall, the soil has not settled and
there is no stress from the tension.
Effect of soil density

As it can be seen from the results, the
increase in soil density under different loads
results in the nail pullout capacity. The effect
of soil density on the pressure of higher
applied overburden is far greater than the
effect of this parameter on the pressure of
lower applied overburden.

CRediT authorship contribution statement

Fig. 3. Stress variations in the depth of the model
Conclusions
In the current research, based on the
experimental and numerical modeling results,
the interface coefficient of soil and mortar
(Rint) was found to be about 0.65. Also the
pullout capacity of nails increases with the
increase of the overburden pressure and
increases due to the increase in the soil
density. With the increase in pressure caused
by the increase in the applied overburden, the
soil density follows an increasing trend
leading to an increase in the internal friction
angle and soil cohesion magnitudes.
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