[ Downloaded from gnf.khu.ac.ir on 2026-05-31 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/K JES.2023.8.2.104161 ]

Vol. 8, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2023, pp.212- 235

ISSN (Print): 2538-449X  ISSN(Online): 2981-1619

\1"
Cajiqs () ¥

Research Article
OPEN(+ ) ACCESS

Kharazmi Journal of Earth Sciences
Journal homepage htips://gnf.khu.ac.ir

Nature and movement of thrusts in the Paleogene orogen of eastern Iran: curved
northern border of the Lut and Sistan terrains, Sechengi area

Shahriyar Keshtgar 1", Mahmoud Reza Heyhat?, Sasan Bagheri®, Ebrahim Gholami 2, Seyed Naser Raiisosadat*

1. Ph.D student, Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran.

2. Associate Professor, Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran

3. Associate Professor, Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran
4. Professor, Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran

Article info

Abstract

Avrticle history
Received: 15 December 2022
Accepted: 07 February 2023

Keywords:

Thrust, Tectonic vergence,
Orocline Buckling, Sechengi,
Eastern Iranian ranges.

The eastern Iranian ranges appearing with a NS-trending strike on the satellite
images, were already known as the Sistan suture zone, but have recently been
identified as the eastern Iranian orogen. The N40E first-generation folds and thrusts
with slaty cleavage (parallel folds) have appeared parallel to the NE edge of the Lut
block. The structural analysis shows that most of the thrusts dip to the northwest, so
that the Permo-Triassic and Jurassic microdiorite units in Lut have been thrusting on
the younger rocks. The structural studies show that the tectonic vergence in this
deformation event is northwest to the southeast and from the outside (hinterland) to
the inside (foreland) of this orogen in the Sechengi area. Younger thrusts of the
second deformation event were either directly formed due to the second deformation
event, or they were older thrusts that reactivated and folded, so that often two sets or
more slickenlines can be recognized on the thrust plane. The recent N44W thrusts
have been redistributed in perpendicular to the edge of the Lut block and parallel to
the axial plane of the northwest second-generation large-scale folds (radial folds).
Both the northwest folds' axial plane and penetrative shear cleavage, have dips to the
northeast and southwest. These structures are parallel to the axial planes of the
second-generation folds and younger thrusts. Such consecutive deformation events
perpendicular to each other are inconsistent with the models of simple linear orogens
presented for eastern Iran (i.e., rifting of eastern Iran continental crust and subsequent
linear collision) and seem more consistent with the buckling orogens (Orocline).

Introduction

The eastern Iranian ranges (EIR) with an

Kinematic analysis of structures is an
important tool to understand the history of
deformation at local and regional scales. The
study of fold-thrust belts is simply not possible
due to their different geological and structural
characteristics, because several factors affect
each type of these belts (Poblet and Lisel,
2014).

average 900 km length and 200 km width and
north-south strike are part of the Alpine-
Himalayan belt. The Paleogene orogen of
eastern Iran which is affected by the Indo-
Eurasian collision, is mainly composed of
Cenozoic rocks and is located between the
Afghan block in the east and the Lut block in
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the west. In fact, these blocks are derived from
the Cimmerian block (Stocklin, 1972).

The tectonics of EIR has many
complexities and it is considered to be affected
by the presence of the Neotethys oceanic
branch between the Afghan and Lut
continental blocks (McCall, 1997), which
rifted in the Early Cretaceous (Camp and
Griffis, 1982; Tirrul et al., 1983).

The EIR contains Cretaceous-Eocene
turbidite sequences consisting of "Ratuk"
high-pressure metamorphic mélange (in the
northern part) and "Neh" Ophiolite complex
which are considered as the foreland. The
Hinterland is situated in the curved northern
border between the Lut and EIR (Bagheri and
Damani Gol, 2020).

These microcontinents were added to the
Eurasian continent during the closure of the
Paleotethys Ocean in the Late Triassic. There
is no consensus on the timing of the ocean
closure in eastern Iran and the Lut-Afghan
continental block collision, ranging from the
Middle Eocene (Camp and Griffis, 1982;
Tirrul et al., 1983) to the Late Cretaceous
(Zarrinkoub et al., 2012; Angiboust et al.,
2013, Bonet et al., 2018, Jentzer et al., 2017).
Bagheri and Damani Gol (2020) have
introduced the Paleogene orocline of EIR as a
secondary orocline. According to Rashidi et
al. (2023), flexural slip played a crucial role in
the formation of the multi-plunging anticline
and syncline in the Khousf (north west of
Birjand city) splay.

The most important questions that are the
goal of this research are: 1) Are the directions
of tectonic transport and the characteristics of
thrusts compatible with the orientation of
similar structures in the linear Lut and Afghan
collision zone? 2) What is the direction of the
general tectonic transport and direction in the
Sechengi area? How many deformation phases
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occurred in Sechengi area and what is the time
relationship between these tectonic phases?
Materials and Methods

In this research, based on field studies and
processing of satellite images, an attempt has
been made to understand kinematic-geometric
tectonic analysis of thrust faulting, the
deformation patterns, and the time of the
deformation phases in this region. Due to the
lack of consistent structural studies in the
Sechengi area, the geological map of this area
has been corrected and the structural map and
cross-sectional profiles have been drawn more
precisely. By using the stratigraphic
relationships of the lithological units and
structural analysis of thrust sheets, the
direction of the general tectonic transport
(vergence) has been identified and introduced
for the first time.

Results and Discussion

In the Sechengi area, many thrust sheets
and Klippes crop out, but these structures are
not identified on the geological maps
including the Sechengi (Azimi and Saidy,
1975), South Sechengi (Bolourian and Vahedi,
2004) and Sarchah-Shur (Vahdati and
Kholghi, 1987) sheets.

The Th.1 thrust sheet with an asymmetrical
shape is N50E/55NW, so that the Triassic
limestones were thrusted onto the Jurassic
microdiorites. Sometimes numerous tectonic
klippes can be seen on the Triassic
microdiorites and shales. At the boundary
between these two units, there is a brittle shear
zone. The direction of tectonic transport in this
part of the Sechengi area is SE vergence.

The NI15E/68NW Th.2 thrust sheet,
exposed in the Abgarme-Lut area, is a thrust
of Triassic limestones on Triassic sheared
limestones. In the margin of this thrust, a
vertical fault plane can be observed, whose
slickenslides are almost horizontal and it
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seems to be a lateral thrust.
Triassic limestones are also thrusting on the
Triassic metamorphosed shales (N70W/66NE
to E-W/55). In the lateral and frontal part of
this thrust sheet, there are two sets of
slickenslides, which indicate the occurrence of
two stages of fault movement in lateral and
frontal ramps.

The deformation history of the Sechengi
area consists of two groups of thrusts
generated in three deformation phases:

The first group are older thrust sheets
orientated parallel to the edge of the Lut block.
These thrusts have NE strike and NW dip of
the fault plane. The Permo-Triassic units
within the Lut block moved onto the Jurassic-
Cretaceous units by overthrust nappe and
thrusting. Also, the Permian limestones (in
Ghore-Sefid Mountain) thrusted on the
Triassic limestones (N35E/46NW). In the
Sechengi area, the Triassic limestones thrusted
(N42E/60NW) on the Jurassic microdiorites.

The second group are new thrusts that have
been folded or reactivated as a result of second
deformation event. These thrust sheets have
two sets of slickenlines and orientated
perpendicular to the edge of the Lut block and
parallel to the NW axial plane of the
superimposed folds.

In the Sechengi area, the axial plane of the
second-generation folds is orientated in N30W
and the shear cleavage is orientated in N42W,
and the cleavage planes of both structures have
NE and SW dips. According to new structural
data in the Sechengi area, tectonic transport
(vergence) was obtained from NW to SE
direction.

Conclusions

Tectonic history of the Sechengi area in
eastern Iranian ranges (EIR) consists of three
deformation phases:
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The first phase led to the formation of
compact and tight folds and associated axial
surface cleavages (S1) that are bent. These
folds tend to the SSE (vergence) along with the
thrusts that show bending towards the north.
The occurrence of thrusts during the Middle
Eocene is widespread in the Sistan region, and
the narrow parallel folds of the Middle-Upper
Eocene in  the red and green
volcanosedimentary  sequences are well
distributed in the northern part of the Lut-
Sistan border, such as the Qaen allochthonous
belt.

The second phase of deformation that
occurred at the end of the Paleogene in an east-
west direction led to the bending of the
previous structures, including the axial surface
of the first-generation folds (which had an
east-west axial plane alignment) and found a
new northwest direction (F2). The ramp of the
first phase thrusts (with east-west extension)
was also reactivated and found a new NNW
orientation, which shows the SSE tectonic
vergence. The sinusoidal folds and large-scale
tectonic ridges (Ridge) in the north of the
Sistan-Lut boundary (north of Birjand and
Musavie area) with N-S conical folds formed
the second phase of deformation along with
widespread cleavage in the core of the folds.

The third phase led to the formation of
right-slip extensional faults and the folding of
Neogene continental deposits in eastern Iran.
These include the NNE trend with right-slip
movement and the WNW trend conjugate
faults, which are left-slip extensions that cut
the axis of the folds and created penetrating
shear cracks, and sometimes they are
accompanied by volcanism (such as the East
and West Neh Fault and the Kahurak Fault).

Therefore, it seems that the fold-thrust
structures in the curved northern border of the
Lut and Sistan terrains are expected structures
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in the classical fold-thrust belts. These
structures do not resemble the expected
structures that are common in the linear
collision zones but are similar to large-scale
buckling orogens (oroclines).
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Fig. 8. Thin sections of mylonites in Sechengi area. a) Mylonitic texture resulting from the sheared quartz-
feldspar minerals, alkali feldspar porphyroclasts (Kf) and plagioclase (Plg.). The first (S1) and second (S2)
deformation phases are also shown. b) Recrystallized quartz (Qz) oriented along S2. Tensile-shear fractures in

feldspar porphyroclast (Kf.) and in the texture were affected by the third metamorphic phase (S3). ¢) S-C shear
bands, biotite mica fish (Bio.) and anastamosing texture; Images a, b and c: XPL (x40).
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Fig. 9. a) Structural map of the Sechengi area which includes large-scale regional structures with refolds and
second-generation thrusts. See Figure 11 for structural profiles. B: Birjand; A: Ahangaran; S: Sechengi b) Time
chart for the temporal relation between successive deformation, shortening direction, the age of various

magmatic pulses, and the age of sedimentary basins during the Eastern Iranian orogeny. Modified from Bagheri
and Damani Gol (2020).
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Fig. 10. a, b) Sechengi Cross-sections. See Figure 10 for aa’ and bb’ profiles. ¢, d, e, f) Sechengi tectonic model
in the northern curved border of the Lut-Sistan zones: c) Geometry of first-generation thrusts and parallel folds
in the Lut-Sistan border resulting from the occurrence of first deformation event in the middle Paleocene. d)
Cross-section from Figure ¢ showing the properties of thrust sheets and the direction of tectonic vergence. €)
Geometry of the structures after the occurrence of second deformation event in the Middle Eocene, which
resulted in the formation of radial folds, reactivation and refolding of the previous thrust due to regional

buckling. f) Cross-section of Figure e showing the type and orientation structures caused by the second
deformation phase (see sigmoidal boundary in Figure 6 for Triangle zone position).
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