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The construction of geotechnical structures in sandy soils requires load bearing evaluation in
undrained conditions. Undrained shear strength depends on many factors, including principal stress
rotation (anisotropic behavior). However, the effect of this inclination angle (a.°) is often ignored due to
the difficulty in reflecting this phenomenon in laboratory research, the hollow cylinder torsional shear
apparatus provides the possibility of examining the anisotropy of soils. On the other hand, most of the
sand sediments contain different amounts of silt particles, which have a significant effect on the behavior
of the sand, and investigating the anisotropic behavior of these mixed soils (especially in low content)
has not been fully studied. This research includes 18 undrained tests using a hollow cylindrical apparatus
on Firoozkuh sand with low silt content. The samples have 0, 5 and 10% silt content. Inclination angle
(a°) is considered as a key parameter that shows the characteristics of anisotropy, and the values of 15,
30 and 60° are applied in the experiments. Based on the obtained results, increasing the inclination angle
leads to more contractive behavior in sand. By adding a small percentage of layer, the overall structure
of the sand skeleton remains constant and the samples can still be evaluated based on the general behavior
of the host sand. In the samples containing 5%, reduction of contractive behavior and increase of
resistance (18.5%, 12% and 7.7% for angles of 15, 30 and 60°, respectively) are observed, but with an
increase of 10%, the strength is decreased (less than the host sand) and the contractive behavior is
increased. In anisotropic behavior, with the increase of the inclination angle, the effect of fine grains in
increasing the strength and reducing the contractive behavior of the samples as an important parameter
in mixed soils is decreased.

Introduction

stresses, and the parameter (b=(02-63)/(c1-03)) indicates

Undrained shear strength is one of the basic
parameters determining the mechanical properties of
sandy soils. The value of this parameter depends on many
factors, including the rotation of the principal stress. The
studies carried out so far show the significant effect of
rotation of principal stress on undrained shear strength of
sand, and many researchers consider this dependence on
rotation of principal stress (anisotropic behavior) as one
of the most important characteristics of soil (Radjai and
Azéma, 2009). In anisotropic behavior, the rotation of the
principal stress (o°) relative to deposition (vertical
direction) is used to show the rotation of the main

the ratio of intermediate stresses. Principal stress
directions and b values can cause changes in soil
behavior. Therefore, a and b are chosen as the key
parameters to investigate the anisotropic of sands, and in
this regard, the hollow cylindrical torsion shear (HCTS)
is the best device to study these parameters. Many
experiments have been carried out by hollow cylinder
torsional shear (HCTS) to prove the effect of anisotropy
on the behavior of sands. The effect of anisotropy in
Toyora sand has been studied by Yoshimine et al.
(Yoshimine et al., 1998). As the inclination angle
becomes larger, the softening behavior becomes obvious
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and shows more contractive behavior. This significant
dependence of the behavior of sand on the tendency of
the main stresses shows the inherent anisotropy in the
material due to the arrangement of soil particles. But in
most cases, it is observed in the investigation of soil
stress-strain behavior and reports of liquefaction of sands
containing silt (Yamamuro and Lade, 1998) and natural
sand are often contains different amounts of fine grain
(FC).

There have been limited studies on the effect of fines
content on the anisotropic behavior of sand, and these
studies have also focused on high percentages of fine
grain. Bahadori et al. (Bahadori et al., 2008) conducted a
comprehensive study using a hollow cylinder torsional
on Firoozkuh silica sand and different percentages of
sand and silt (30, 15 and 70% silt). In this research, the
value of a varies between 15° and 75°. In the test at
a=15", the behavior of the sand is completely hardening,
while at 0=75°, the softening behavior is visible. By
comparing the results of the mixture of sand and 15% silt
with pure sand, it can be seen that the effect of anisotropy
in the mixture of sand and silt is less than that of pure
sand samples, and the addition of 30 and 70% silt to the
sand caused a sharp decrease in the shear strength of the
sands and increasing the inclination angle has less effect
on the behavior of these compounds. In another study on
the effect of silt (15, 30 and 50%) on the behavior of
Hamedan and Tehran sands, respectively, with round and
very angular grains, and similar results It has been
reported (Khayat et al., 2014).

According to the mentioned cases, the study process
and points of interest and goals of this research article can
be stated as follows:

* Different behavior of sand containing low and high
percentage of fine grains according to technical literature
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* Investigating the effect of low percentage of non-
plastic silt (0, 5 and 10%) on the anisotropic behavior of
sand using a Hollow Cylinder Torsional Shear Apparatus

* Conducting tests on samples under inclination
angles of 15, 30 and 60°

* Presentation of results in the framework of stress-
strain and stress path curves based on silt percentage and
variable inclination angle

* Interpretation of results and interpretation of
behavioral mechanisms

Materials and Methods
Materials

Firoozkuh's standard quartz sand, designated F161,
was used as the sand material for the experiments. This
sand has a golden yellow color. The used silt is also a
non-plastic silt with brown color. The plasticity index of
the silt is about 2 and can be considered non-plastic
because its plasticity index is less than 5%.

Hollow Cylinder Torsional Shear Apparatus

The behavior of the soil is basically depends on the
applied stress path, which for geotechnical structures
includes the rotation of the main stress direction around
three axes. The hollow cylinder torsional provides the
possibility of simultaneous application of axial load,
torque, internal and external pressures. Therefore, a
control on both principal stress and intermediate
principal stress directions is included in the stress path
approach. Figure (1) shows the Urmia University HCTS
device used in this study and its schematic form. In order
to study the effect of inherent anisotropy, the angle a°
and the parameter of the intermediate stress ratio (b) are
kept constant during torsional shearing. In order to
control a and b to achieve the desired stress paths, the
general equations of the hollow cylinder torsion have
been defined in the device by Bahadori et al. (Bahadori
et al., 2008).
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Fig. 1. Hollow cylindrical apparatus. a) HCTS of Urmia University with a specimen in the test. b) Schematic view of torsional shear

hollow cylindrical. c) Geometric characteristics and stress conditions applied to HCTS.

sand. In this research, the value of the intermediate stress

Results and Discussion ratio is 0.5 and the inclination angles are set at 15, 30 and
In order to investigate the effect of low silt content on 60°. The data of the tests are presented in Table 1.

the anisotropic behavior of sand, a series of tests of
undrained hollow torsional were performed on Firoozkuh
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Table 1. Summary of torsional shear hollow cylindrical tests performed during the present study

No. FC (%) P'c (kPa) a® e Emin Emax D,

T1 0 100 15 0.738 0.548 0.874 41.7
T2 0 100 30 0.739 0.548 0.874 414
T3 0 100 60 0.737 0.548 0.874 42

T4 0 200 15 0.727 0.548 0.874 45

T5 0 200 30 0.728 0.548 0.874 44.8
T6 0 200 60 0729 0548 0.874 445
T7 5 100 15 0732 0519 0.892 429
T8 5 100 30 0.73 0.519 0.892 434
T9 5 100 60 0729 0519 0.892 43.6
T10 5 200 15 0.722 0.519 0.892 455
T11 5 200 30 0719 0519 0.892 46.3
T12 5 200 60 0.72 0.519 0.892 46.1
T13 10 100 15 0691 0491 0.911 52.3
T14 10 100 30 0.69 0.491 0911 52.5
T15 10 100 60 0689 0491 00911 52.8
T16 10 200 15 0678 0491 0.911 55.4
T17 10 200 30 0681 0491 00911 54.8
T18 10 200 60 0.68 0.491 0.911 55

direction of the longitudinal axis of the sand particles (Li

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.2538449.1403.10.1.8.0 ]
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Behavior of host sand under rotation of principal
stress direction

Figure (2) shows the results of clean sand under initial
effective stress of 100 and 200 kPa, according to the
results with as the main stress angle (a°) is increased, the
behavior becomes softer and more contractive. The
minimum strength occurs when the main stress angle is
60°. Such systematic softening has been attributed to
inherent anisotropy in sedimentary sands (Arthur and
Menzies, 1972). During shearing, the sand particles
continuously restructure by sliding and moving to create
an optimal and unique anisotropic structure with respect
to the loading conditions in the critical state, and
according to the results, entanglement between the sand
grains along the long axis parallel to the direction of the
shear plane is the worst case in terms of resistance. In
other words, sand particles have the greatest tendency to
slide on each other when the main stress is parallel to the
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and Yu, 2009; Xiong et al., 2016).

Behavior of silty sand under rotation of principal
stress direction

In figures (3) and (4), respectively, the effect of rotation
of the main stress angle on the behavior of sand
containing 5 and 10% silt can be evaluated. The addition
of 5% of silt increases the peak shear strength of the
sample by about 18, 12, and 7%, respectively, for angles
of 15, 30, and 60° (comprehensive stress of 200 kPa).
However, with the increase in the amount of fine grains
(from 5% to 10%), the process is reversed and with the
involvement of silt particles in the loading cycle, they
have a negative effect on the structure of the sand and the
behavior becomes more contractive, so that the peak
shear strength of the sample reduces by about 14, 13 and
12% for angles of 15, 30 and 60°, respectively.
Therefore, the presence of fine grains mixed with sand
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changes the structure of the soil compared to the host
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Fig. 4. Effect of inclination angle on the behavior of Firoozkuh sand with 10% silt content.

Conclusions

In this article, the effect of anisotropy on the stress-
strain behavior of sand and silt mixtures was studied
using hollow cylinder tests, and the main results can be
summarized as follows:

1. The behavior of sand in this research, according to
the category of undrained behavior of sands, is similar to
the behavior of loose sand, which is a strain softening
behavior with limited strain. This type of behavior is
characterized by the initial maximum shear strength at a
small strain, then at moderate strains the shear resistance
reaches the minimum value (quasi-stable point (QSS)).
After the minimum strength, the shear strength is
increases to its maximum value with a re-hardening.

2. As the main stress angle (a°) increases, the behavior
becomes more softening and contractive. Under the angle
of 60°, the behavior of the sample is strongly contracted
and the greatest decrease in the strength of the sand
sample is observed, and such strain softening is attributed
to the inherent anisotropy in sedimentary sands. This
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increase in strain softening behavior increases the
brittleness index.

3. By adding a small percentage of layer, the overall
structure of the sand skeleton remains constant and the
samples can still be evaluated based on the overall
behavior of the host sand.

4. Under the main stress angle of 15°, with the addition
of 5% of the silt, the strength of the sample reaches its
maximum value, but with the addition of more silt
content (10%), the strength is decreased, so the value 5%
is the turning point of the behavior of the sample.

5. To check the anisotropic behavior, the samples were
evaluated under the main stress angle of 30° and 60°.
Under these angles, same as at a=15° with the addition
of 5% of the silt, it strength is more than the host sand,
but the amount of this increase in the strength of the
sample has an inverse relationship with the increase in
the angle of the main stress. In other words, with the
increase of the inclination angle (a°), the effect of fine
grain in increasing the strength and decreasing the
contractive behavior of the samples is decreased.
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6. In the examination of the anisotropy index
parameter, which shows the amount of changes in the
strength of the samples with the increase of the main
stress angle, it is observed that the increase in confining
stress causes a decrease in the anisotropy index. Also,
with the increase in the percentage of the silt content, the
anisotropy ratio has slightly decreased. In other words,
with increase in the percentage of the silt, influence of
the inclination angle is decreased.
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Table 1. Physical properties of tested materials

Material Gs €min €max D10 (mm) D50 (mm) LL PL Pl Cc Cu Soil type
F16l1sand 2.65 0.548 0.874 0.16 0.27 - - - 0.88 1.87 SP
Silt 2.67 0612 1.21 - d50=0.03 24 22 2 - - ML

Note: Gs =specific gravity; Cu = coefficient of uniformity; Cc = coefficient of curvature; LL= liquid limit; PL= plastic
limit; Pl=plasticity index
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Table 2. Chemical components of silt

Material SiO2 Al203 Fe203 Cao MgO KO NaO TiO2z SOs LOI

Silt 78.2 5.87 412 2.82 0.35 0.42 0.11 0.3 0.13 7.68
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Table 4. Summary of torsional shear hollow cylindrical tests performed during the present study

No. FC (%) P'c(kPa) «° e €min emax D,

T1 0 100 15 0.738 0.548 0.874 41.7

T2 0 100 30 0.739 0.548 0.874 414

T3 0 100 60 0.737 0.548 0.874 42

T4 0 200 15  0.727 0.548 0.874 45

T5 0 200 30 0.728 0.548 0.874 448

T6 0 200 60 0.729 0.548 0.874 445

T7 5 100 15 0.732 0.519 0.892 42.9

T8 5 100 30 0.73 0.519 0.892 434

T9 5 100 60 0.729 0.519 0.892 43.6

T10 5 200 15 0.722 0.519 0.892 455

T11 5 200 30 0.719 0.519  0.892 46.3

T12 5 200 60 0.72 0.519  0.892 46.1

T13 10 100 15  0.691 0491 00911 52.3

T14 10 100 30 0.69 0491 0911 52.5

T15 10 100 60  0.689 0491 0911 52.8

T16 10 200 15 0.678 0491 00911 554

T17 10 200 30 0.681 0.491 0.911 54.8

T18 10 200 60 0.68 0.491 0.911 55
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