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Avrticle info Abstract
Article history The aim of this study was to monitor the pollution of potentially toxic elements in the soils surrounding
Received: 28 November 2024 . . . . .
Accepted: 20 December 2024  the Mohammadabad landfill, determine their sources, and assess health risks. 19 soil samples were
Keywords: collected from 11 sampling stations (including sub-soil in some stations) around the landfill, and 1
Landfill, Leachate, Heavy sediment sample from the leachate settling ponds. The concentration of elements were measured using
metals, Carcinogenicity, . o i o .
Wiaste. ICP-MS, and the data were analyzed using statistical methods and geochemical indices. The highest
.2 contamination levels were associated with As, Cu, Ni, Co, Mn, and Zn, and the most polluted station was
located adjacent to the urban waste landfill. The sediment from the industrial pond also exhibited severe
potentially toxic elements contamination. The pollution load index in majority of sampling sations fall
within the significant risk category, while the ecological risk in some samples (located adjacent to the
municipal waste depot and south of the sampling area) was classified as very high. The health risk
assessment showed that, for all elements, the ingestion pathway (HI > 1) posed a health risk to both
children and adults in samples collected near the landfill site. The carcinogenic risk for As and Cr through
ingestion was considerable, while lead posed a serious risk through all exposure pathways. In contrast,
Ni via ingestion remained within acceptable limits. Statistical analyses including principal component
and cluster analysis showed that As, Cu, Pb, Cd, and Zn were more influenced by anthropogenic sources,
likely due to the direct impact of the landfill. Also, based on the T-test, it was determined that there was
no significant difference in average concentration of elements between topsoil and subsoil samples.
Ultimately, the findings emphasized the importance of managing and safely disposing of sludge from the
industrial leachate pond due to the high concentrations of some elements including As, Cu and Zn.

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.2538449.1403.10.2.10.4 ]

Introduction

The increasing production of municipal solid waste
(MSW) due to population growth and urbanization has
turned waste management into a global challenge
(Torkashvand et al., 2022; Yousefi et al., 2021).
Landfilling, as one of the most common disposal
methods, has significant environmental consequences
despite its low cost. Biological and chemical processes in
landfills lead to the production of leachate and the release
of potentially toxic elements such as arsenic, chromium,
zinc, and copper into the soil, which can negatively
impact soil quality, human health, and ecosystems
(Wdowczyk and  Szymanska-Pulikowska, 2021).

Previous studies have shown that soil contamination near
landfills, especially in unregulated disposal sites, poses a
serious threat due to the accumulation of potentially toxic
elements. This study examines soil contamination in the
Mohammadabad landfill in Qazvin to assess the impact
of landfill activities on the concentration of toxic
elements in surrounding soils. The findings of this study
can play a crucial role in identifying ecological and
health risks associated with waste disposal and in
developing effective management strategies.
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Materials and Methods

Analytical methods

This study was conducted at the Mohammadabad landfill
site in Qazvin to evaluate potentially toxic elements
pollution in surrounding soils. The study area has an arid
climate and geological formations consisting of Miocene,
Pliocene, and Quaternary units (Li et al., 2020; Shormij,
etal., 2015). Soil samples were collected from 19 stations
using standard methods, including sub and top soil in
some locations (Fig 1), and chemical analyses were
performed using ICP-MS (FAQ, 2019; Wan et al., 2021).
Physicochemical parameters such as pH, EC, and total
organic carbon (TOC) were measured (Li et al., 2020;

USEPA, 2013). Pollution indices such as enrichment
factor (EF) was calculated to assess the level of
contamination (Ali et al., 2022; Obiri-Nyarko et al.,
2021). Additionally, the ecological risk index was used
to evaluate the impact of potentially toxic elements such
as Cu, Zn, Pb, and Mn on the ecosystem (Ali et al., 2022).
The carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic risks for the
studied elements were also calculated (Thongyuan et al.,
2020). Statistical analysis, including cluster analysis
(CA), principal component analysis (PCA) and

independent sample t-test have been applied to data
analysis (Liu et al., 2023).

Fig. 1. Location of sampling points in the study area (adapted from Google Earth)

Results and Discussion

The physicochemical analysis of the soil in the study area
showed that pH ranged from 7.8 to 9.6 (average 7.4),
indicating a nearly neutral characteristic. The highest pH
value was measured in the sample taken from the
municipal waste landfill soil (S9) and the lowest value
was measured in the sample located in the north of the
sampling area (S1). Electrical conductivity (EC) varied
between 6.9 and 11.2 mS/cm, with the highest value
corresponding to the sample taken from the vicinity of
the municipal waste landfill (S11) and the lowest value
corresponding to the sample located south of the
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sampling area (S12). Organic carbon content ranged
from 0.25 to 2.1%, with the highest value corresponding
to the sample taken from the vicinity of the municipal
waste landfill (S11) and the lowest corresponding to the
sample located in the north of the sampling area (S1). The
soil type was classified as Aridisol, which is
characterized by high salinity and low organic matter,
typical of arid and desert environments (Mohammed et
al., 2020). A comparison of element concentrations in the
soil with world mean values that As and Zn in both top
and sub soil samples exceeded reference values, with the
highest levels found in S11 (topsoil), and S2 and S4
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(subsoil). S11 (adjacent to the municipal landfill) was
identified as the most contaminated topsoil sample, while
S4 (south of the study area) was the most contaminated
subsoil sample. potentially toxic elements such as Cu, Pb,
Ni, Cr, and Mo showed elevated concentrations across
different stations. In the sludge sample from the
industrial landfill pond (S8), potentially toxic elements
concentrations varied significantly. Overall, As, Cu, Pb,
Mo, Ni, and Cr showed higher concentrations compared
to world soil averages (Kabata-Pendis and Mukherjee,
2007). The highest enrichment of As, Cu, Pb, Cd, and Zn
was observed in the vicinity of the municipal waste
landfill (S11) and Mo in the north of the sampling area
(S1) (Fig 2). The ecological risk assessment indicated
that most samples posed a low risk, except for S10 (near
the municipal waste landfill), S11, and S12 (wasteland
near the road), which exhibited high ecological risk. S11
(adjacent to the municipal landfill) had the highest
ecological risk potential, particularly for As (423.4, very
severe risk). The overall ecological risk index was also
elevated in S10, S11, and S12, with S11 classified as very
high risk and the other two in the significant risk category
(Mazhari et al., 2019) (Fig 3). The HQ values for all
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elements across all three exposure pathways were below
1 for both age groups, indicating no adverse health
effects. The HI index was below 1 for all stations except
S11, suggesting non-carcinogenic health risk only in this
station. Carcinogenic risk from ingestion was confirmed
for As and Cr in both age groups, while Pb posed
carcinogenic risk via all exposure pathways, and Ni
through ingestion. Cu via dermal contact remained
within acceptable limits (Kabir et al., 2022). Principal
Component Analysis (PCA) identified three main
factors: Factor 1 (geogenic elements: Al, Fe, Ni, and Cr),
Factor 2 (anthropogenic elements: As, Cd, Cu, Pb, and
Zn, linked to landfill pollution), and Factor 3 (Hg and
Mo, also anthropogenic). Cluster analysis revealed that
S11 (adjacent to the municipal landfill) was the most
contaminated sample, distinctly separate from other
samples. However, samples from S7, S9, and S10,
located near the landfill, showed strong correlations.
Despite the current limited spread of contamination,
there is a potential risk of pollutant migration over time

(Liu et al., 2023).
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Fig. 2. Box plot of enrichment coefficient of soil samples

Mn Mo M1 Pb v Zn


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/KJES.2024.10.2.107781
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.2538449.1403.10.2.10.4
https://gnf.khu.ac.ir/article-1-2931-fa.html

[ Downloaded from gnf.khu.ac.ir on 2025-06-02 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.2538449.1403.10.2.10.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/K JES.2024.10.2.107781 ]

Rastegari Mehr et al

Assessment of potentially toxic elements’ contamination ...

31 52 53 34 5§

w3

-

=l

Fig. 3. Comparison of total ecological risk values of soil samples

Conclusions

In this study, the impact of the Mohammadabad
landfill on the quality of the surrounding soils was
examined based on sampling data. The results showed
that the low enrichment of elements and the moderate
potential ecological risk of potentially toxic elements in
the study area are influenced by human activities,
particularly in proximity to the municipal landfill. The
sample collected near the municipal waste disposal site
showed the highest contamination and contained
significant amounts of As, Cu, Pb, and Zn. The analysis
of health risk assessment results showed that in most
stations, the non-carcinogenic and carcinogenic risks of
potentially toxic elements are low. However, the sample
taken from the vicinity of the municipal waste disposal
site exhibited a total non-carcinogenic hazard index (HI)
above the permissible limit, indicating potential adverse
effects on human health. Principal component and cluster
analyses also confirmed that metal pollutants in this area
primarily originate from anthropogenic sources,
especially the landfill. Nevertheless, the transfer of
pollutants to the surrounding environment is currently
limited, but their dispersion over time remains a
possibility. Therefore, continuous monitoring and the
implementation of control measures are recommended to
mitigate environmental and health impacts.
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Fig. 1. Geological map of Qazvin province (Geological Survey of Iran, 2002) and geographical location of the study area in Buin
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Table 3. Statistical summary of the results of topsoil, subsoil and sludge samples analysis (mg/kg) and physicochemical parameters

Elements Soil sample Mean MIN MAX STD cv Sludge sample
Al Topsoil 60309 48989 72510 6911 8.726 38653
Subsoil 61243 49798 71838 7215 8.489
Topsoil 14.7 125 19.9 2.16 6.8
As Subsoil 15.3 11.6 18 2.31 6.65 198
Topsoil 0.11 0.1 0.2 0.03 3.62
Cd Subsoil 0.1 0.1 0.1 0 0 0.2
Topsoil 135 115 16 1.43 9.47
Co Subsoil 13.9 103 153 1.59 8.79 14.4
Cr Topsoil 75 60 104 13 59 271
Subsoil 73 53 87 11 6.5
Cu Topsoil 43.9 30 76 15.3 2.88 827
Subsoil 38.3 28 47 6.94 5,51
Fe Topsoil 30627 26431 35360 3383 9.05 30148
Subsoil 30846 23602 36262 4671 6.6
Mn Topsoil 815 700 971 100 8.15 369

Subsoil 788 540 991 158 5
N4
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Ni Topsoil 39.8 31 49 5.79 6.87 171
Subsoil 40.1 24 50 8.32 4.82
Pb Topsoil 18.2 10 37 7.24 251 48
Subsoil 14.4 8 20 3.42 4.2
sc Topsoil 105 9 12.2 1.17 8.96 51

Subsoil 10.8 8.2 12.3 1.23 8.76 '
v Topsoil 94.8 80 114 11.9 7.99 138
Subsoil 95.9 72 118 15.4 6.22
Topsoil 93.8 71 149 19.9 471
Zn Subsoil 79.8 56 94 13.4 5.95 2488
pH 7.35 6.9 7.8 0.29 0.04 -
EC Soil sample 8.35 6.9 11.2 1.74 0.21 -
%0C 0.83 0.25 2.1 0.78 0.94 -
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Table 4. Literature data on mean concentrations of the common elements determined in soils surrounding landfills of various areas

around the world

Element This stud Sanga and Pius (2024) Obiri-Nyarko et al., (2024) Kolawole et al., (2023) Zhang et al., (2024)
(mg/kg) y (Tanzania) (Ghana) (Nigeria) (China)
As 147 10.98 - - -
Cd 0.11 10.78 - 8.9 0.59
Co 135 - 418.5 11 -

Cr 75 59.93 - - 138.43
Cu 439 52.9 44.97 179 87.43
Fe 30627 - 27133 - -

Mn 815 464.87 289.9 1084 -

Ni 39.8 7174 - 12 68.97
Pb 18.2 22.84 112.9 237 47.09
Zn 93.8 154.5 147.7 2366 154.86
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Fig. 4. Box plot of enrichment coefficient of soil samples
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